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Thank you for your interest in our school.
Although this prospectus is designed to provide information about Falconer’s Hill Infant
School we feel it cannot compare with a visit to the school itself so that you can
experience our happy, caring and stimulating environment.
We aim to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Encourage independence and confidence within a happy and stimulating
environment.
Foster wellbeing and a desire and keenness to learn.
Instil a respect for the opinions and needs of others.
Raise awareness of and celebrate cultural and religious diversity.
Promote inclusive practice in all aspects of school life.
Develop intellectual, physical and creative potential to the full.
Create a partnership between home and school to support children’s development
and learning.
Promote a healthy and safe lifestyle and a respect for the environment.

Together, home and school can create a strong partnership to engender and nurture a love
for learning, which is why we actively encourage your involvement.
Do come and see what Falconer’s Hill Infant School has to offer your child. We can
guarantee you a very warm welcome.
Rachel Edkins
Headteacher

Falconer’s Hill Infant School, Ashby Road, Daventry, Northants, NN11 0QF
Tel: 01327 702878

admin@fhis.inmat.org.uk

www.falconershillinfants.com
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* School Achievements *
First and foremost it is important to all of our school community that children at
Falconer’s Hill Infant School feel secure, happy and challenged to do their best. In an
environment that promotes these qualities undoubtedly recognisable achievements will
follow. We are therefore proud that the school has achieved the following recognition
for the efforts of all those that make our school community a successful one.

Parental Partnership
GOLD award

Parental Partnership
GOLD award

International Eco Schools
Ambassador Award

Active Young Citizens
Basic Skills Quality Mark 3

The School Achievement Award
was presented for three years
- but we achieved it every year

Healthy Schools Award

Golden Oak
Award for Recycling

Active Mark

Quality Mark Quality Mark
as a Values-based School

Daventry District Council
Best Kept School Award

Education Extra Certificate
of Distinction
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Learning Together
Falconer’s Hill Infant School opened in 1963 and is fortunate to share a campus with our
partner Junior School: Falconer’s Hill Academy, The Parker E-Act Academy and Dolphins
Day Nursery (who provide our wrap-around care).
The close links that exist between the schools ensure that children can confidently and
happily progress through their schooling from ages four to eighteen on the same site.
The Daily Life of the School
The school is organised into six mixed ability classes. There are presently two Reception,
and four Key Stage 1 classes.
The school day times are:
Staggered entry Y1 and Y2:

8:40 & 8:50 am – 3:10 & 3:20 pm

YR:

8:45 am – 3:00 pm

Staggered Lunchtimes:

11:30pm - 1:30 pm

The Dolphin Day Care Nursery runs Breakfast, After-School and Holiday provision.
Children are delivered to and collected from the school by the carers each day. The
Nursey is opposite the Phoenix Centre and accessible from the Community Centre Car
Park.
Disabled Access
Our school has ramp access to all doors. The school is on a single level and has external
doors that are wide enough for wheelchair access. The paths around the school are linked
to the Community Centre Car Park and are readily accessible. There is also a toilet for
the disabled.
We have devised a Disability Access Plan to ensure that all future
improvements at the school take account of inclusion for those with
physical disabilities. It has always been our school policy that the
Governors and Headteacher work together with parents to meet the
needs of disabled pupils and to ensure they receive equal access to
both the curriculum and the facilities.
Safeguarding
We are committed to ensuring the welfare and safety of all children in school.
Northamptonshire

schools,

including

Falconer’s

Hill

Infant

School,

follow

Northamptonshire Local Safeguarding Children Board Inter-Agency Procedures.
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All
the

The school will, in most circumstances, endeavour to discuss all concerns with parents
about their child/children. However, there may be exceptional circumstances when the
school will discuss concerns with Social Care and/or the Police without parental knowledge
(in accordance with Child Protection procedures). The school will, of course, always aim to
maintain a positive relationship with all parents. The school’s Safeguarding/Child
Protection policy is available on request.
What is the school’s Admission Policy?
The present standard admission limit for children aged over 4 is 60. Children have the
opportunity to start school in the September following their fourth birthday and initially
attend school on a part-time basis for one week before starting full-time.
A full programme of activities is arranged each year for our new admissions. In ordinary
circumstances, these include:
• Play and Stay visits to school in the Summer term.
• Visits from the teachers to local playgroups and nurseries.
• An induction evening for parents.
• Invitations to participate in Summer term activities.
• Home visits in September.
Where there are more applications for admission than the school can accept the following
criteria (laid down by the Education Authority) will apply and places will be allocated in
the following order of priority:
1.

Pupils with a statement of Special Educational Needs which names
the school as appropriate provision and children in public care.

2.

Pupils with an older brother or sister continuing at the school at the
time of admission of the younger child, or at the linked Junior School.

3.

Pupils who live closer to the preferred school than any other school.

4.

Other pupils.

If the admission number is exceeded within any of these groups priority will be given to
those who live furthest from the nearest alternative school.
When distance is used to determine which children will be offered places this will be
measured by the shortest practical walking route. It may be appropriate to take into
account safety considerations such as main roads.
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School Travel Policy
We are an active and proud Eco School and encourage as
many families to walk/cycle/scoot to school as possible.
We have a wonderful ‘Rainbow Pedal Paddock’ for the
storage

of

cycles

and

scooters.

In

ordinary

circumstances, on the last Friday of each month we hold
a celebratory walk to school breakfast. Families are
invited into the school for breakfast. The children have
travel incentives cards and collect footprint stickers for
healthy journeys to and from school for which they
receive road safety prizes.
If you do need to travel by car please park in the adjoining
Community Centre car park.

What do the children learn?
Our Green Curriculum
We believe, to quote Yates, that . . .
‘Education should not be the filling of a pail but the lighting of a fire’
We have an exciting and stimulating environment curriculum which engages and motivates
children to learn.
We thematically link work across the curriculum and ensure it is relevant in preparing
children to be responsible citizens of the future. Our Eco themes are exciting and
designed to captivate and involve.
The children, along with our mascot, a falcon chick, are ‘Fizz and the Eco Kids’ - Heroes
who battle against a team of ‘Eco Villains’ to save the planet!
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Key Stage 1 Visit to the National Space Centre

Foundation Stage
The Foundation Stage covers all areas of learning between the ages of 3 and the end of
the Reception year.
Foundation Stage learning has six learning areas. These are:
• personal, social and emotional development;
• communication, language and literacy;
• mathematical development;
• knowledge and understanding of the world;
• physical development;
• creative development.
Each learning area has early learning goals. These set out the skills, understanding,
knowledge and attitudes which it is hoped children will reach or exceed by the end of
Foundation Stage.
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Children are, of course, individuals and not all will fit into a typical pattern of progress.
Our staff understand this and take this into account when planning activities and
experiences.
Our children experience an exceptional range of stimulating environmental features that
support Foundation Stage learning. Our covered outdoor play area ‘Mulberry’ is situated
next to our Foundation Stage classes. The school grounds also encompass a living willow
maze, adventure hill, pirate ship, painted roadway, Creepy Crawly Courtyard, Fizzy Fitness
Flight Path, garden and large expanses of grassed and seating areas. We also make full
use of local amenities such as Daventry Country Park, town library as well as visits to
museums.
Supported play allows children to explore, develop and use their curiosity and imagination
to help them make sense of the world in a secure environment. They practise skills, build
up ideas and concepts, think creatively and imaginatively and communicate with others as
they investigate and solve problems.

What if my child needs extra help?
Inclusion
Our school values and promotes the individuality of all members of our community
regardless of their age, gender, ethnic origin, religion or attainment. We are committed
to giving our school community every opportunity to achieve the highest of standards and
for each child to reach their maximum potential. We provide a broad and balanced
curriculum for all children that is differentiated to meet individual needs and
abilities. We ensure that curriculum planning and assessment takes into account pupil
individuality - this is known as personalised learning.
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Special Needs
Children who are identified as having Special Educational Needs (SEN) or Emotional &
Behavioural Development needs (EBD) will require teaching and learning programmes which
are additional to or different from their peers. These needs can be intellectual,
emotional, medical, behavioural or physical. Children may have SEN or EBD needs
throughout or at any time during their school career. Children with special needs are
identified as early as possible to provide them with the extra support they require either
in the classroom, individually or in a small group. We follow the Local Authority guidelines
and code of practice regarding the assessment and identification of children with special
needs.

We work closely with a variety of specialists (including the educational

psychologist, community paediatrician, physiotherapist, speech and language therapist,
occupational therapist, school nurse team, etc.), to ensure that we meet the needs of all
children effectively. Parents and children are actively involved from the very beginning
and we value this support.
Extra-Curricular Activities
We provide a number of activities for the children during their free lunch time and after
school. These include:

Tatty bumpkin Yoga

How can parents join in the life of the school?
Parents and friends are always welcome in school. We actively encourage your
participation in the children’s learning.
Ofsted said: ‘This is a school where not just every child, but every family matters’
and this is a philosophy we hold dear.
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Although throughout the year we hold parent/teacher consultations we hope that parents
will discuss any concerns or queries with teachers as they occur.
Parent ‘Pop-In’ occurs in the Rainbow Room and everyone is welcome to call in for a coffee
and chat with our Parent Link Worker and Family Therapist by appointment via school
office.
Parent Puzzle is a very popular and effective parenting programme that runs two or three
times a year and is open to all.
We also organise family learning sessions on a range of subjects.
Friends of the School
Every parent and member of staff is automatically a ‘Friend’ of the school. Over the
years through their fund raising ventures, the Friends of Falconer’s Hill Infants have
purchased valuable equipment and made important improvements to the school
environment which would not have ordinarily been possible.
Fizzy Fitness Track
The children at FHIS take part in a daily mile, which we do on our Fizzy Fitness Flight
Path. It is a great way to keep healthy and complete a mile a day.
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Ambassador Eco-School
We are passionate about looking after our world and we are recognised nationally for our
leading work in this area. There is a ‘green’ thread running through all our curriculum work
and the children participate daily in activities that promote and encourage their
awareness of environmental issues.
Families are encouraged to get involved too and we set POW (Protect Our World)
challenges to engage in at home.

How will I know what is happening in school?
We try to keep parents as informed as possible and send home regular newsletters giving
notice of events and relevant information about school activities by email. You will also
receive a half-termly newsletter from your child’s class telling you about their work and
informing you of forthcoming topics. We
also use the app ‘Seesaw’ to share and
celebrate work with parents.
We have a texting service which we use
for reminders and emergencies. You can
also

check

the

school

website:

www.falconershillinfants.com
Parents and friends are also invited into
school to watch class assemblies and
concerts through the year.
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Touch of Class Sessions
We regularly hold sessions for parents describing how children can be supported at home
in various curriculum areas such as reading, handwriting, phonics, etc. These sessions are
always accompanied by a simple guide which is distributed to all parents, whether they
attend the sessions or not.
How can I help my child?
We encourage parents to become actively engaged in their
children’s learning. Please get involved by supporting your
child’s reading, spelling and number work at home and their
independent learning by following up topic and class work.
If you feel you have any experiences you can share or
artefacts you can loan we will be delighted to hear from
you.
How can I find out about my child‘s progress?
You may come in and look at your child’s work anytime. We assess children’s progress
continually and keep careful records of achievement which you are welcome to see. Our
regular Parent – Teacher consultation meetings, which are another opportunity to monitor
you child’s progress, are on-going throughout the year and arranged at a time to suit you.
You will also receive termly reports which will highlight your child’s achievements and
identify targets for the forthcoming year.
Termly ‘Work Share’s take place where parents are invited into school to view the work
your child has done, that term, and we invite you to use our ‘Seesaw’ app to keep in touch
with your class teacher.
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How do we care for your child?

What do the children wear?
Our school colour is red and sweatshirts or cardigans bearing the school badge can be
purchased from Scallywagz in the Town centre. Polo and T-shirts, book bags, coats and
caps are also available. In summer the girls wear red and white checked or grey dresses.
Please ensure all items of school clothing are clearly marked with your child’s name.
Jewellery
Due to Health and Safety concerns jewellery should not be worn at school.
P.E.
Please provide shorts, T-shirt and plimsolls in a drawstring bag for P.E. The children will
go outside to do PE so you may want to provide joggers and a long sleeved top for the
colder months.
What happens at lunchtime?
All infant children are now entitled to a ‘Free School Meals’ - a hot school meal. We have
our own kitchen and food is cooked on site. Meals have to be ordered online and every
family is given their own personal login details.
Alternatively, children can bring a packed lunch. A mix and match of the above is also
possible.
What happens if my child is ill?
If your child is ill in school it may be necessary to call you to collect them and take them
home. It is therefore vitally important that the school has emergency telephone numbers
and we are notified immediately of any changes.
We have several paediatric & emergency trained first-aiders
amongst our staff who will deal with accidents. If medical
treatment is required parents will be contacted.

In

emergencies, if parents cannot be reached, it may be necessary
to call an ambulance and take a child directly to the Hospital.
If your child is ill at home, we ask that parents notify the
school office directly of any absence.
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How is behaviour monitored?
It is important that, when children start school,
they come into a secure and happy environment. We
expect children to behave in a socially acceptable
way and happily that is the case most of the time.
However, if there are behaviour problems, we will
monitor

children

very

closely

and,

following

sanctions, will contact parents of the children
concerned. Together we try and encourage more
acceptable behaviour.
Bullying will always be dealt with immediately. We
encourage all children to TELL if they are worried
or threatened by the behaviour of others. This is
an essential part of our monitoring procedure and
we urge parents to support this policy.
Fizz Mascot
Our school mascot is a baby falcon called Fizz. The children often meet him around the
school and we even have our very own, real live Fizz falcon that also comes to visit the
children.
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Our Values
Courage, Happiness & Peace – we try to act bravely and sort problems out calmly so

•

everyone can live happily
Honesty & Trust – we tell the truth and can rely on each other

•

Love, Friendship & Caring – we are kind and gentle and think about people’s feelings

•

Respect, Fairness & Thoughtfulness – we appreciate and look after everybody and

•

everything
Responsibility & Understanding – we think carefully, work hard and do our best

•
•

Unity & Cooperation – we work happily together, listen carefully and follow
instructions
•

•

Resilience - we persevere, even when things are tricky

Freedom & Safety- we understand how to keep ourselves and others safe
Charging Policy

We are highly inclusive and would never exclude any child from special activities, trips,
theatre visits or cooking. We ask for voluntary contributions towards educational visits
and some activities because the school would have to severely limit these without a
contribution.
Complaints Policy
Parents may make a complaint if they are not satisfied with the arrangements which any
school makes for their child’s teaching and learning. The first stage is a discussion,
leading to a formal process only if necessary. At Falconer’s Hill Infant School we are
hopeful that parents will feel encouraged to come into school at an early stage so that
together we can settle any concerns quickly.
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Staff and Governors of Falconer’s Hill Infant School
Headteacher and Leading SENCo for Northamptonshire (SLE)
Mrs Rachel Edkins MA
Deputy Head/SENCo
Miss Sophie Hume
Teachers

Class

Year Group

Mrs Sara Dwyer/ Miss Kate Ziabek

Oak

Y2

Miss Phoebe Giles

Willow

Y2

Miss Abby Clark

Ash

Y1

Mrs Michelle Brophy/ Miss Sophie Hume

Maple

Y1

Miss Hayley Hunt

Sycamore

Foundation Stage

Mrs Michelle Mahiques

Chestnut

Foundation Stage

Mrs Yemi Dada-Fatogun

Intervention Teacher Foundation & KS1

Sports Coach

Learning Support Assistants

Mr Liam Nicell

Mrs Teresa Bowmer

Bursar

Mrs Tracy Wild

Mrs Sandra Kenworthy

Mrs Helen Galbraith

Finance Oficer

Mrs Suzanne Hepworth

Miss Sam Thurston
Admin Support
Miss Dominika Michniewska
Mrs Vicky Caswell
Midday Supervisors
Mrs Nikki Herridge
Mrs Anne-Marie Zambonini
Cleaners
Miss Susan Hall

Mrs Rachel Alesbrook
Mrs Lynsey Green
Mrs Cheryl Lee
Miss Nicola Bailey
Mrs Stephanie Cockerill
Mrs Nikki Herridge
Miss Shannon Davies
Miss Charlotte Doyle
Behaviour/ Nurture Lead Theraputic Play
Worker

Site Supervisor

Mrs Sue Burton

Mr Richard Bishop

Family Link Worker
Mrs Sherri Birch
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Chair of Governors

Mr Graham Holloway

Vice Chair of Governors

Mr David Anderson

Clerk to Governors

Mr Ken Bonser

Local Authority Governor

Mrs Gloria Edwards-Davidson

Co-opted Governor

Mr Ankush Puri

Staff Elected Governor

Miss Cressida Shipstone

Parent Governor

Ms Donna Hayman
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